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General Paoli.
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At this time, indeed, I had a sufficient excuse for not being able to appropriate so much time to my Journal; for General Paoli', after Corsica had been overpowered by the monarchy of France, was now no longer at the head of his brave countrymen, but having with difficulty escaped from his native island, had sought an asylum in Great-Britain; and it was my duty, as well as my pleasure, to attend much upon him3. Such particulars of Johnson's conversation at
1 Paoli's father had been one of the leaders of the Corsicans in their revolt against Genoa in 1734. Paoli himself was chosen by them as their Gencral-in-chief in 1755. In 1769 the island was conquered by the French. He escaped in an English ship, and settled in England. Here he stayed till 1789, when Mirabcau moved in the National Assembly the recall of all the Corsican patriots. Paoli was thereupon appointed by Louis XVI Lieutenant-general and military commandant in Corsica. He resisted the violence of the Convention, and was, in consequence, summoned before it. Refusing to obey, an expedition was sent to arrest him. Napoleon Buonaparte fought in the French army, but Paoli's party proved the stronger. The islanders sought the aid of Great Britain, and offered the crown, of Corsica to George III. The offer was accepted, but by an act of incredible folly, not Paoli, but Sir Gilbert Eliot, was made Viceroy. Paoli returned to England, where he died in 1807, at the age of eighty-two. In 1796 Corsica was abandoned by the English. By the Revolution it ceased to be a conquered province, having been formally declared an integral part of France. At the present day the Corsicans are proud of being citizens of that great country; no less proud, however, are they of Pascal Paoli, and of the gallant struggle for independence of then forefathers.
a According to the Ann. Reg. (xii. 132) Paoli arrived in London on Sept, 21. He certainly was in London on Oct. 10, for on that day he was presented by Boswell to Johnson. Yet Wesley records in his Journal (iii. 370) on Oct. 13:™'I very narrowly missed meeting the great Pascal Paoli. He landed in the dock [at Portsmouth] but a very few minutes after I left the water side. Surely He who hath been with him from his youth up hath not .sent him into England for nothing.' In the Public Advertiser for Oct. 4 there is the following entry, inserted no doubt by Boswell:—' On Sunday last General Paoli, accompanied by James Boswell, Esq., took an airing in Hyde Park in his coach.' Prior's Goldsmith, i. 450. Horace Walpole writes :—' Paoli's character had been so advantageously exaggerated by Mr. Bos-well's enthusiastic and entertaining account of him, that the Opposi-II-C                                                                             thisessso well able to do when the iuiui.it want came; in consequence of which method, he had a ttu^idnutilr supply of necessary articles lying by him, be-*uir what w;i* i$t u-ir,
